
 1

MUSCONETCONG SEWERAGE AUTHORITY 

 
Commissioners’ Meeting 
December 21, 2023 

 
REGULAR MEETING OF THE MUSCONETCONG SEWERAGE AUTHORITY  

110 CONTINENTAL DRIVE, BUDD LAKE, NJ 07828 
  
Chairman Rattner called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM.  Following the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag, an announcement was 
made that adequate notice of this meeting had been provided for as defined by the “Open Public Meetings Act”. 

 
Members Present: Brian McNeilly, Melanie Michetti, Steven Rattner, Anthony Riccardi, Thomas Romano, Joseph 

Schwab, Elmer Still, Jack Sylvester 
 
Members Absent:   Andrew Cangiano, Michael Grogan, Richard Schindelar  
 
Others Present: Patrick Dwyer – Esq., Jilliam Martucci – Office Manager,  James Schilling – Executive Director, 

James Wancho – PE 
 
Others Absent:   Thomas Carroll – QPA 
 
Attendance Roll Call: 

Mr. Cangiano Absent Mr. Riccardi Present 
Mr. Grogan Absent Mr. Romano Present  
Mr. McNeilly Present Mr. Schindelar Absent 
Mrs. Michetti Present  Mr. Schwab  Present 
Chairman Rattner Present  Mr. Still Present 
  Mr. Sylvester Present 

 
Chairman Rattner open and closed the meeting to the public. 
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The “Regular” meeting minutes of November 21, 2023, accepted on a motion offered by Mr. Romano, seconded by Mr. Sylvester 
and the affirmative All in Favor vote of members present. All In Favor: 

Mr. Cangiano Absent Mr. Riccardi Aye 
Mr. Grogan Absent Mr. Romano Aye 
Mr. McNeilly Aye Mr. Schindelar Absent 
Mrs. Michetti Aye  Mr. Schwab  Abstain 
Chairman Rattner Aye Mr. Still Aye 
  Mr. Sylvester Aye 

 
Comments: 

 None 
 

The Financial Reports for 2023 were accepted on a motion offered by Mr. Romano, seconded by Mr. Schwab and the affirmative 
Roll Call vote of members present. Roll Call Vote: 

Mr. Cangiano Absent Mr. Riccardi Yes 
Mr. Grogan Absent Mr. Romano Yes  
Mr. McNeilly Yes  Mr. Schindelar Absent 
Mrs. Michetti Yes  Mr. Schwab  Yes 
Chairman Rattner Yes  Mr. Still Yes 
  Mr. Sylvester Yes 

 
Comments: 

 Mr. Schwab advised The Board that some transfers will be needed to be done there will be a resolution on the agenda to 
do so on the next meeting.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Financial Reports – 2023 
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The Pending Vouchers for December 14, 2023, were approved for payment on a motion offered by Mr. Romano, seconded by 
Mr. Sylvester and the affirmative Roll Call vote of members present. Roll Call Vote: 

Mr. Cangiano Absent Mr. Riccardi Yes 
Mr. Grogan Absent Mr. Romano Yes  
Mr. McNeilly Yes  Mr. Schindelar Absent 
Mrs. Michetti Yes  Mr. Schwab  Yes 
Chairman Rattner Yes  Mr. Still Yes 
  Mr. Sylvester Yes 

 
Comments:  

   Mr. Schilling asked The Board for directive on how we will handle certain payments issued going forward.  
o Mr. Schwab advised The Board that there was fraud on one of the MSA bank accounts, details of the situation 

were provided to The Board as to what transpired.  
There have been several different recommendations as to how to proceed going forward, the first being Positve 
Pay Program through TD Bank.  Additionally checks exceeding $25,000.00 will be sent with tracking.  Any vendor 
that a check can be hand delivered to via pick up at the MSA or local delivery we will do so.  
Office Manager, Jilliam Martucci advised The Board on the steps of involving Positive Pay as well as the details 
and information we have to date on the fraud case.  Detectives at Mount Olive PD are involved and handling the 
case working alongside TD Bank.  

o Vice Chairman Sylvester suggested that all bills be paid via ACH and checks no longer be written.  
o Mr. Schilling stated that these are all recommendations and that it was his understanding the Finance 

Committee would meet again and make the final determination on how to proceed. 
 Credit checks are being issued to the member towns.  
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The following correspondence for December 2023 was received and filed on a motion offered by Mr. McNeilly, seconded by 
Mrs. Michetti and the affirmative all in favor vote of members present.  All In Favor: 

Mr. Cangiano Absent Mr. Riccardi Aye 
Mr. Grogan Absent Mr. Romano Aye 
Mr. McNeilly Aye Mr. Schindelar Absent 
Mrs. Michetti Aye  Mr. Schwab  Aye 
Chairman Rattner Aye Mr. Still Aye 
  Mr. Sylvester Aye 

 
Comments:  

 B: Chairman Rattner does not show what the rate is.  
 E: Mr. Schilling stated there is a 17% increase with no dividend return.  

 

 
 
Monthly Reports: 
The Director's Report, The Office Manager’s Report, Maintenance & Repairs Report for the month of December 2023 and Flow 
Data for the month of November 2023 were accepted on a motion offered by Mr. Schwab and seconded by Mr. Riccardi and the 
affirmative all-in favor vote of members present.  All In Favor: 

Mr. Cangiano Absent Mr. Riccardi Aye 
Mr. Grogan Absent Mr. Romano Aye 
Mr. McNeilly Aye Mr. Schindelar Absent 
Mrs. Michetti Aye  Mr. Schwab  Aye 
Chairman Rattner Aye Mr. Still Aye 
  Mr. Sylvester Aye 

 
Director’s Report Comments: 

 Mr. Schilling advised The Board on the impact the recent rain has had on the MSA. 
o The contracts require the MSA to notify member towns should they reach their 80% flow mark.  

 Mr. Schilling and Mr. Wancho had a meeting with Jim Cosgrove which will be discussed in Closed Session.  
 Also advise The Board that both the Finance and Engineer Committees will meet again in the New Year.  
 Mr. Schwab inquired about the Aeration Replacement, and asked if it is possible to recondition the units. 

o Mr. Schilling advised that the original company has been bought out and there have been a lot of 
communication issues, he and Mr. Wancho have been trying to locate another company, waiting on pricing from 
another company currently.  

o Mrs. Michetti asked if they can be done one or two at a time.  Mr. Schilling responded with the details and 
history on the units throughout plant one and two and advised that yes, they can be done one or two at a time.  

 
Office Manager’s Report, Maintenance & Repairs Report, Flow Data Comments: 

 None 
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The Engineer’s Report for the month of December 2023 was accepted on a motion offered by Mr. Romano, seconded by Mr. 
McNeilly and the affirmative all-in favor of members present.  All In Favor: 

Mr. Cangiano Absent Mr. Riccardi Aye 
Mr. Grogan Absent Mr. Romano Aye 
Mr. McNeilly Aye Mr. Schindelar Absent 
Mrs. Michetti Aye  Mr. Schwab  Aye 
Chairman Rattner Aye Mr. Still Aye 
  Mr. Sylvester Aye 

 
Engineer’s Report Comments: 

 Chairman Rattner asked if there is an inspector on site with Matrix.  Mr. Wancho responded that they advise us 
when they will be working near our lines, and we have someone on site.  

 
New Business: 
Resolution No. 23-52 was offered on a motion by Mr. Romano seconded by Mr. Schwab and the affirmative roll call vote of 
members present. Roll Call Vote: 

Mr. Cangiano Absent Mr. Riccardi Yes 
Mr. Grogan Absent Mr. Romano Yes  
Mr. McNeilly Yes  Mr. Schindelar Absent 
Mrs. Michetti Yes  Mr. Schwab  Yes 
Chairman Rattner Yes  Mr. Still Yes 
  Mr. Sylvester Yes 

 
*See attached resolution 
 
Comments: 

 None 
 
 
New Business Continued: 
Comments: 

 Mr. Schwab advised The Board that he was established as the administrator via resolution at some point, there was 
discussion among The Board regarding adding a secondary administrator to the TD Bank Accounts for housekeeping 
purposes, this will be on the agenda at the 2024 Annual Re-Organization meeting in February.  

 
Old Business: 

 Vice Chairman Sylvester advised that he, Mr. Schwab and Mrs. Michetti met regarding the RFP for Counsel and that 
everything will be reviewed and distributed for review.  They hope to have this available for the January meeting.  

 Mrs. Michetti advised that Roxbury Township would like to offer a presentation to The Board regarding PFOS at the 
January or February meeting, it was determined that the January meeting would be best seeing as February is 
Annual Re-organization meeting.  
 

Closed Session: 
Motion made by Mr. Riccardi, seconded by Mr. Schwab at 08:04pm to move into closed session to discuss Permit Litigation, 
accepted on the affirmative Roll Call vote of members present. Roll Call Vote: 

Mr. Cangiano Absent Mr. Riccardi Yes 
Mr. Grogan Absent Mr. Romano Yes  
Mr. McNeilly Yes  Mr. Schindelar Absent 
Mrs. Michetti Yes  Mr. Schwab  Yes 
Chairman Rattner Yes  Mr. Still Yes 
  Mr. Sylvester Yes 
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Open Session: 
Motion made by Mr. McNeilly, seconded by Mr. Romano at 08:30pm to move into open session, the all-in favor Vote of 
members present. All In Favor Vote: 

Mr. Cangiano Absent Mr. Riccardi Aye 
Mr. Grogan Absent Mr. Romano Aye 
Mr. McNeilly Aye Mr. Schindelar Absent 
Mrs. Michetti Aye Mr. Schwab  Aye 
Chairman Rattner Aye Mr. Still Aye 
  Mr. Sylvester Aye  

 
Motion made by Mr. Sylvester, seconded by Mr. Romano for Counsel to file a response to DEP Commissioner regarding Nitrate 
Litigation and accepted on the affirmative Roll Call vote of members present. Roll Call Vote: 

Mr. Cangiano Absent Mr. Riccardi Yes 
Mr. Grogan Absent Mr. Romano Yes  
Mr. McNeilly Yes  Mr. Schindelar Absent  
Mrs. Michetti Yes  Mr. Schwab  Yes 
Chairman Rattner Yes  Mr. Still Yes 
  Mr. Sylvester Yes 

 
Comments:  

   None 
 
 
Motion made by Mr. McNeilly, seconded by Mr. Riccardi for preliminary Monte Carlo Study to be conducted by One Water 
Consulting for up to $10,000.00 and accepted on the affirmative Roll Call vote of members present. Roll Call Vote: 

Mr. Cangiano Absent Mr. Riccardi Yes 
Mr. Grogan Absent Mr. Romano Yes  
Mr. McNeilly Yes  Mr. Schindelar Absent  
Mrs. Michetti Yes  Mr. Schwab  Yes 
Chairman Rattner Yes  Mr. Still Yes 
  Mr. Sylvester Yes 

 
Comments:  

   None 
 
 
Adjournment: 
Motion made by Mr. Riccardi, seconded by Mr. McNeilly at 07:32pm and the all-in favor Vote of members present, Chairman 
Rattner adjourned the meeting at 08:32pm.  All In Favor Vote: 

Mr. Cangiano Absent Mr. Riccardi Aye 
Mr. Grogan Absent Mr. Romano Aye 
Mr. McNeilly Aye Mr. Schindelar Absent 
Mrs. Michetti Aye Mr. Schwab  Aye 
Chairman Rattner Aye Mr. Still Aye 
  Mr. Sylvester Aye  

 
 

  
 
 
 

Respectfully Submitted: 
Jilliam Martucci – Office Manager 
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